
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

OFFICE OF PRESS RELATIONS 

 

ALLIED ARTISTS INTERNATIONAL, INC.  CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS 

655 N. Central Ave  17th Floor  Glendale  California  91203 

L.A. Tel: 626.330.0600  N.Y. Tel: 646.350.0009  Fax: 626.961.0411 

Website: www.alliedartists.com  Email: pressrelations@alliedartists.net 

 

 

 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
For Immediate Release 
November 1, 2010 
 

ALLIED ARTISTS NAMES INDUSTRY VETERANS PETER LIAPIS AND WILLIAM 
SUMMERS TO HEAD MOTION PICTURE DIVISION 

 
New executive team to concentrate on international film finance and 

strengthening global distribution. 
 

Glendale, CA – Allied Artists International has 
today announced the appointment of film industry 
veterans Peter Liapis and William Summers, 
respectively as President and Senior Vice 
President of its Motion Picture Division.  The pair 
will head all motion picture operations worldwide.  
Together with Dean Dahab, the parent company's 
President of International Operations, Liapis and 
Summers will concentrate on international film 
finance, while revamping the company's global film 

distribution network.   
 
Peter Liapis began his career onscreen, starring in 1978's Sextette, alongside Tony 
Curtis, Ringo Starr, George Hamilton, Alice Cooper and Mae West (in what turned out 
to be her last movie).  Following dozens of roles, including playing Jonathan Graves in 
the Ghoulies franchise, Peter moved behind the camera, writing and directing for 
Cinetel Films, The Image Organization and WIN International Pictures.  By the turn of 
the millennium, Peter was a driving force behind Gotham Metro Studios, where he 
further honed his writing and story development skills.  In 2004, Peter was named 
Senior Vice President of Global Universal Film Group, moving to the presidency in 
2008.      
 
William Summers is a 25 year veteran of the entertainment industry.  His wide range of 
experience covers every aspect of entertainment, including a unique and innovative 
approach to film making.  Summers' Film finance and production expertise has enabled 
him to work on many film, television and music projects over the years.  William first 
began his career in film and television, but soon gravitated toward the music business, 

Peter Liapis (left) & William Summers 
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becoming an executive with Intersound and later Warner / Electra / Atlantic (WEA) and 
Reprise.  In 1999 Summers was named Vice President of A&R for Avalon Records in 
Nashville.  In the Spring of 2003 Summers resumed his career in television and film, 
producing such television shows as Vessel Fitness, Vegas Pawn and working on films 
with Matthew McConnaughey, Illeana Douglas and Clarence Williams III. 
 
Liapis and Summers joined forces in the beginning of 2010, founding Summer Stone 
Entertainment, where they developed a slate of film and documentary projects that will 
now fall under the Allied Artists Pictures banner. 
 
"We searched for a combination of relative youth and experience," said Allied Artists 
International's CEO & Chairman, Kim Richards, adding that "Peter and William are fresh 
blood, with innovative plans and the energy necessary to propel Allied Artists Pictures 
into the forefront of this industry.  They've already hit the ground running, and I support 
them fully!"  Commenting on his new role, Liapis states "I've been a huge fan and 
admirer of Allied Artists for a number of years and am tremendously excited to be 
joining the Allied Artists team.  We're quite proud of the current slate of high quality 
projects underway and anxiously look forward to releasing them in 2011."  Summers 
adds, "I'm extremely excited to be working with Allied Artists and Kim Richards.  Both 
have been icons in the entertainment industry for many years and I look to further build 
on the legacy." 
 
The history of Allied Artists is long, varied and legendary. Throughout the years, the 
Allied Artists brand has been associated with such classic motion pictures as "Papillon," 
starring Steve McQueen and Dustin Hoffman, "Cabaret," with Liza Minnelli and Joel 
Grey, "Tickle Me" starring Elvis Presley, and "The Man Who Would be King," starring 
Sean Connery, Michael Caine and Christopher Plummer, to name but a few. 
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Contact: Jerry Sifuentes, Office of Press Relations at (626) 330-0600 x8150 from Los Angeles, 
(646) 350-0009 x8150 from New York or via Email at: pressrelations@alliedartists.net. 


